[Intrinsic muscles of the human larynx. Histoenzymological characteristics of the muscle fibers].
ATPasic, oxidative, and glycogenolytic activities were demonstrated in human laryngeal intrinsic muscles (a total of 15) employing a series of histoenzymatic investigational techniques. Staining methods applied to 10 of the muscles revealed the presence of motor plates on the fibers, either with or without associated ATPase activity. These findings enabled clarification of the different muscle fiber populations, enzymatic equipment, and type of innervation of the laryngeal muscles. Certain of these muscles (cricothyroid, thyroarytenoid, and posterior cricoarytenoid) possess remarkable particularities in relation to known skeletal muscles, and the significance of these features is discussed.